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DAYTON, Ohio- Richard Benedum's professional passion is Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart. The University of Dayton music professor will extend his audience beyond campus 
bounds when he debuts an online course on "Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Genius at Work" for 
Barnes & Noble University, a free service offered by the book store chain. 
The invitation came out of the blue, but he accepted the offer and has designed an eight-
lesson online course to introduce Barnes & Noble clients to the world and music of Mozart. 
Learners sign on at their own convenience and proceed at their own pace. 
"It's an introductory course for people who know nothing or very little of Mozart's 
music," Benedum said. "I want them to get to know Mozart as a person as well as gain an 
appreciation for his music." 
The course is slated to run in March, with registration beginning toward the end of 
February at the Web site at http:/ /www.barnesandnobleuniversity.com/. The Mozart course, 
one of approximately 60 offered, will accommodate up to 5,000 learners. The University, which 
began in June 2000 with 14,000 registered users, now boasts more than 400,000 registered users. 
Each course offered by Barnes & Noble University suggests a text to accompany the Web 
information, but purchase is not required. The courses are not accredited and no college credit 
is offered. Recently added courses include "Alfred Hitchcock: Genius at Work" and "Tax Basics 
2002." 
The Mozart course site will include text, music to download and a chat room for 
students to discuss course content. Benedum will log in every few days to answer questions and 
pose discussion topics. 
He's including suggested readings and recordirtgs for students, and peppering the text 
with excerpts of letters and period documents to create a sense of time. He is even including a 
precise playlist of one of Mozart's "academies," as concerts were known then. Since Mozart 
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repeated one piece as an encore, Benedum playfully instructs students to listen to that piece 
twice to get the full experience. 
The course focuses on a couple of major pieces by Mozart, including the Marriage of 
Figaro, the Jupiter Symphony, the Requiem and several pieces for piano. 
"It's possible to get to know a historical figure in a somewhat personal way and to think 
of those people as friends," Benedum says. "Mozart is no longer alive but he has left a large 
legacy through which we can get to know him." 
He has designed the course to foster "an eagerness to continue learning more about 
Mozart. I wanted to make it enticing enough so each person's interest will be whetted." 
Benedum has taught Mozart classes at the University of Dayton since he joined the 
faculty in 1973, but his interest in the musical icon has not dimmed. "The more I learn, the more 
I realize I don't know," he says. "My fascination with Mozart will continue for the remainder of 
my life." 
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